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Charles Mercer

Minnie has photographed me in what I would regard as the second phase of my life.

My career started in commerce, but seems to be finishing in teaching and academic writing.

I joined a timber importing company when I left school and was involved in importing and exporting tropical hardwoods for the furniture industry. I worked in an office in central London, next door to Charing Cross station. It was exciting, demanding and proved an excellent training ground for the basis of my commercial career.

Working in London also had the added bonus of being able to visit theatre-land and I obtained my love and fascination with Shakespeare plays from my time in London. I also cultivated a passion for live theatre which I have never lost.

Following my time in London, I joined a company which was at the grass-roots of the new Do It Yourself industry. DIY expanded very rapidly in the United Kingdom during the 1970s and it was very exciting being part of that growth. The volume of sales became so attractive to the multiple organisations, and later supermarkets, and they began to nominate the market towards the mi-80s.

I spent 15 years of my time in the DIY industry as an agent, representing manufacturers in the UK and abroad. Although I had many customers among the multiple stores,  tighter and tighter profit margins eventually squeezed me out. The coincidence of point of sale computing and stock control also contributed to the demise of businesses like mine.

In the early 1990s I decide to take a career change, made the wrong choice and found myself being made redundant on my fiftieth birthday. What to do? I had always wanted to try teaching, so I took a one year course at Luton College to gain a qualification English, specialising in Business English. I am still at Studio School and I have found my time there the most enjoyable part of my working life. There is no doubt that constant contact with young people maintains a healthy, young outlook on life. 

